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Channing Seabury – Chairman of 
the MN Capitol Building 
Commission provided strong, steady 
leadership to the complex problems 
that arose during the design and 
construction of the Capitol from 
1893 to 1908.  

The Capitol site, located on two city 
blocks, was surrounded by 
residential and commercial buildings. 

Grading, excavation and footings 
and foundations shown in the lower 
right phots are the 4 ft. square 
columns that now frame the public 
Basement Vault Room.  Now open 
for public use, this area originally 
contained four foot tall utility 
tunnels 

Ground Breaking May 6, 1896

State Capitol site  from Wabasha Street  circa 1896

Channing Seabury, Minnesota Capitol Commission Chairman, with shovel – Groundbreaking May 6, 1893

Foundation Stones below Rotunda  - These stones now 

visible at vault room in Minnesota Capitol Basement.  

July 10,  2017 ted@tedlentz.com

Ground Breaking May 6, 1896

Foundations stones below rotunda ² circa 1897

State Capitol site from Wabasha Street ² circa 1896

A project this complex, surrounded
by residential and commercial
buildings, needed strong leadership
to proceed smoothly. Channing
Seabury, chair of the MN Capitol
Building Commission, masterfully
filled that role when he guided the
Capitol design and construction
from 1893 to 1908,

The grading, excavation and footings
and foundations shown in the lower
right photograph are now the
columns that frame the Vault Room
in the basement. Now open for
public use, this area originally existed
as 4-foot-tall utility tunnels.
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Steam Hoist Lifts Marble and Stone

How do you build a dome and
structure out of heavy, but fragile
marble and granite? In the 1890·3
workmen built a scaffold of logs -
with the bark still on - then placed
steel rails on the top beam to
support steam powered hoists.
Those hoists lifted columns, marble
blocks and carved panels and
decorative capitols up to 10 tons in
weight into place.

The masons setting the stone on the
lower photo are setting carved
marble blocks for one of the small
marble domes on the Capitol roof.
These marble, self-supporting domes
were replicated on a much larger
scale at the central Minnesota
Capitol dome- one of only four such
domes in the world. .

Steam powered hoist above beam platform that moves on rails to raise & place marble and stone

Carved marble pieces create self supporting dome 

Masons setting marble blocks to create small 
domes on roof above third floor. 

Minnesota Capitol Mall provides a 
resource for all Minnesotan, not only for its 
symbols of democracy and Minnesota 
heritage but as a focus of public life and 
celebration. Political rally, part of Winter 
Carnival, celebrations of World Series and 
similar public events occur here.    
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Steam Hoist Lifts Marble and Stone

How do you build a dome and
structure out of heavy, but fragile
marble and granite? In the 1890·3
workmen built a scaffold of logs -
with the bark still on - then placed
steel rails on the top beam to
support steam powered hoists.
Those hoists lifted columns, marble
blocks and carved panels and
decorative capitols up to 10 tons in
weight into place.

The masons setting the stone on the
lower photo are setting carved
marble blocks for one of the small
marble domes on the Capitol roof.
These marble, self-supporting domes
were replicated on a much larger
scale at the central Minnesota
Capitol dome- one of only four such
domes in the world. .

Steam powered hoist above beam platform that moves on rails to raise & place marble and stone

Carved marble pieces create self supporting dome 

Masons setting marble blocks to create small 
domes on roof above third floor. 

Minnesota Capitol Mall provides a 
resource for all Minnesotan, not only for its 
symbols of democracy and Minnesota 
heritage but as a focus of public life and 
celebration. Political rally, part of Winter 
Carnival, celebrations of World Series and 
similar public events occur here.    
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Minnesota’s Capitol Mall - Memorials and Monuments

The Minnesota Capitol Mall provides a site for every Minnesotan 
to engage with events and people important to Minnesota’s history.  
The Capitol Mall seeks to provides reminders of  our democracy and 
Minnesota heritage and to serve as a site for public events and 
celebrations.  Whether serving as a gathering site for a political rally, 
the finish line for the Twin Cities Marathon, as part of  Winter 
Carnival or similar public events the Capitol Mall remains open every 
day of  the year.   
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Channing Seabury – Chairman of 
the MN Capitol Building 
Commission provided strong, steady 
leadership to the complex problems 
that arose during the design and 
construction of the Capitol from 
1893 to 1908.  

The Capitol site, located on two city 
blocks, was surrounded by 
residential and commercial buildings. 

Grading, excavation and footings 
and foundations shown in the lower 
right phots are the 4 ft. square 
columns that now frame the public 
Basement Vault Room.  Now open 
for public use, this area originally 
contained four foot tall utility 
tunnels 

Ground Breaking May 6, 1896

State Capitol site  from Wabasha Street  circa 1896

Channing Seabury, Minnesota Capitol Commission Chairman, with shovel – Groundbreaking May 6, 1893

Foundation Stones below Rotunda  - These stones now 

visible at vault room in Minnesota Capitol Basement.  

July 10,  2017 ted@tedlentz.com

Ground Breaking May 6, 1896

Foundations stones below rotunda ² circa 1897

State Capitol site from Wabasha Street ² circa 1896

A project this complex, surrounded
by residential and commercial
buildings, needed strong leadership
to proceed smoothly. Channing
Seabury, chair of the MN Capitol
Building Commission, masterfully
filled that role when he guided the
Capitol design and construction
from 1893 to 1908,

The grading, excavation and footings
and foundations shown in the lower
right photograph are now the
columns that frame the Vault Room
in the basement. Now open for
public use, this area originally existed
as 4-foot-tall utility tunnels.
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steel rails on the top beam to
support steam powered hoists.
Those hoists lifted columns, marble
blocks and carved panels and
decorative capitols up to 10 tons in
weight into place.

The masons setting the stone on the
lower photo are setting carved
marble blocks for one of the small
marble domes on the Capitol roof.
These marble, self-supporting domes
were replicated on a much larger
scale at the central Minnesota
Capitol dome- one of only four such
domes in the world. .

Steam powered hoist above beam platform that moves on rails to raise & place marble and stone

Carved marble pieces create self supporting dome 

Masons setting marble blocks to create small 
domes on roof above third floor. 

Minnesota Capitol Mall provides a 
resource for all Minnesotan, not only for its 
symbols of democracy and Minnesota 
heritage but as a focus of public life and 
celebration. Political rally, part of Winter 
Carnival, celebrations of World Series and 
similar public events occur here.    
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Channing Seabury – Chairman of 
the MN Capitol Building 
Commission provided strong, steady 
leadership to the complex problems 
that arose during the design and 
construction of the Capitol from 
1893 to 1908.  

The Capitol site, located on two city 
blocks, was surrounded by 
residential and commercial buildings. 

Grading, excavation and footings 
and foundations shown in the lower 
right phots are the 4 ft. square 
columns that now frame the public 
Basement Vault Room.  Now open 
for public use, this area originally 
contained four foot tall utility 
tunnels 

Ground Breaking May 6, 1896

State Capitol site  from Wabasha Street  circa 1896

Channing Seabury, Minnesota Capitol Commission Chairman, with shovel – Groundbreaking May 6, 1893

Foundation Stones below Rotunda  - These stones now 

visible at vault room in Minnesota Capitol Basement.  

July 10,  2017 ted@tedlentz.com

Ground Breaking May 6, 1896

Foundations stones below rotunda ² circa 1897

State Capitol site from Wabasha Street ² circa 1896

A project this complex, surrounded
by residential and commercial
buildings, needed strong leadership
to proceed smoothly. Channing
Seabury, chair of the MN Capitol
Building Commission, masterfully
filled that role when he guided the
Capitol design and construction
from 1893 to 1908,

The grading, excavation and footings
and foundations shown in the lower
right photograph are now the
columns that frame the Vault Room
in the basement. Now open for
public use, this area originally existed
as 4-foot-tall utility tunnels.
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construction of the Capitol from 
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Steam Hoist Lifts Marble and Stone

How do you build a dome and
structure out of heavy, but fragile
marble and granite? In the 1890·3
workmen built a scaffold of logs -
with the bark still on - then placed
steel rails on the top beam to
support steam powered hoists.
Those hoists lifted columns, marble
blocks and carved panels and
decorative capitols up to 10 tons in
weight into place.

The masons setting the stone on the
lower photo are setting carved
marble blocks for one of the small
marble domes on the Capitol roof.
These marble, self-supporting domes
were replicated on a much larger
scale at the central Minnesota
Capitol dome- one of only four such
domes in the world. .

Steam powered hoist above beam platform that moves on rails to raise & place marble and stone

Carved marble pieces create self supporting dome 

Masons setting marble blocks to create small 
domes on roof above third floor. 

Minnesota Capitol Mall provides a 
resource for all Minnesotan, not only for its 
symbols of democracy and Minnesota 
heritage but as a focus of public life and 
celebration. Political rally, part of Winter 
Carnival, celebrations of World Series and 
similar public events occur here.    
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support steam powered hoists.
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blocks and carved panels and
decorative capitols up to 10 tons in
weight into place.

The masons setting the stone on the
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marble domes on the Capitol roof.
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were replicated on a much larger
scale at the central Minnesota
Capitol dome- one of only four such
domes in the world. .
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Masons setting marble blocks to create small 
domes on roof above third floor. 
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Minnesota’s Capitol Mall - Memorials and Monuments

The Minnesota Capitol Mall provides a site for every Minnesotan 
to engage with events and people important to Minnesota’s history.  
The Capitol Mall seeks to provides reminders of  our democracy and 
Minnesota heritage and to serve as a site for public events and 
celebrations.  Whether serving as a gathering site for a political rally, 
the finish line for the Twin Cities Marathon, as part of  Winter 
Carnival or similar public events the Capitol Mall remains open every 
day of  the year.   
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How do you build a dome and
structure out of heavy, but fragile
marble and granite? In the 1890·3
workmen built a scaffold of logs -
with the bark still on - then placed
steel rails on the top beam to
support steam powered hoists.
Those hoists lifted columns, marble
blocks and carved panels and
decorative capitols up to 10 tons in
weight into place.

The masons setting the stone on the
lower photo are setting carved
marble blocks for one of the small
marble domes on the Capitol roof.
These marble, self-supporting domes
were replicated on a much larger
scale at the central Minnesota
Capitol dome- one of only four such
domes in the world. .
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In 1895, 35-year-old St. Paul architect Cass Gilbert
designed a Minnesota Capitol building to be worthy of the
people of Minnesota. His restrained use of classical
architecture that married function, technology, economy
and sound construction methods created a Capitol that
became the pride of Minnesotans for the next 100 years.

The 2011-2017 preservation and restoration of Minnesota
Capitol returns the building to it original beauty while
bringing the interior up to the highest 21st Century
standards

This guide identifies three elements of the restored
Minnesota State Capitol Building

q Intent -The original Architectural intentions of
Minnesota Capitol building, the people’s house, revived
for the 21st Century

q Coherence – How the Capitol building interior and
exterior coherence serves as a model for the future.

qOpportunity The opportunity to utilize the newly
available spaces at the capitol to engage with 21st

Century Minnesotans. .

North	Wall	
Room	317B		

1”	=	0.5	foot	scale
1”	=	6”	scale

Panel
1

30” x 30”

Capitol Design and Construction 1895-1905

Minnesota State Capitol
Design and Construction 1896-1905

In 1895, 35 year-old St. Paul architect Cass Gilbert’s 
design captured Minnesota’s vision of being seen as a 
State of the first rank. His restrained use of classic 
elements recalled iconic American and European 
buildings.  Gilbert’s goals for economy, good 
construction, and functional rooms incorporated the 
most advanced building technologies of the day.  
Electric lighting, telephones & steam heat made the 
new Capitol the pride of Minnesota. 

That Minnesota should possess a building which, in 
its entirety is conceded to be one of the finest and most 
satisfying in the world is cause for congratulations: and 
it has proved a delighted surprise to those who have 
hitherto looked upon Minnesota as rather far removed 
from civilization.

Julie Gauthier – The Minnesota Capitol 
Official Guide and History - 1907

Cass Gilbert – Perspective of Minnesota State Capitol - design 1895

July 10,  2017 ted@tedlentz.com

Minnesota State Capitol  Perspective Drawing - 1895

Minnesota’s State Capitol  
Design  - Construction - Preservation - Art.

1896- 2022

That Minnesota should possess a building
which, in its entirety is conceded to be one of
the finest and most satisfying in the world , is
cause for congratulations. It has proved a
delighted surprise to those who have hitherto
looked upon Minnesota as rather far
removed from civilization.
Julie Gauthier, The Minnesota Capitol
Official Guide and History - 1907

On January 2, 1905 thousands of
Minnesotans traveled in the dead of winter
to walk through these marbled halls and
marvel at their new Capitol building. A
century later, that Capitol would still be
considered one of America’s most beautiful
public buildings.
- Lorie Gildea - January 2017
Chief Justice - Minnesota Supreme Court
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Heather
Enter up the stairs for First Floor Entry

Heather
 Ramped Ground Floor entry behind the stairs



Area with protected Art & Architecture
Area with significant opportunity for Displays

Longitudinal Section through Minnesota Capitol
² Cass Gilbert - 1895

MiQQeVRWa·V SWaWe CaSiWRl   
Design, Construction -

Preservation ² Art 

The exhibit at the Minnesota Capitol
Third Floor East Wing uses twenty
graphic panels to introduce the art
and architecture of the Minnesota
Capitol.

These narratives to the Minnesota
CaSLWRO·V origins, design, history and
art developed initially from meetings
of the Subcommittee for Art at the
MN Capitol.

The Art Sub-Committee, composed
of members reviewed the potential
for existing art and the CaSLWRO·V
expanded public spaces to understand
existing installed art and to define
potential art exhibits to delight,
inform and engage visitors.

The rear cover page of this booklet
lists the members of the
Subcommittee on Art at the Capitol

Ted Lentz, AIA ² January 2022
President  - Cass Gilbert Society
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1,620 sf.

Conf.

Rm 317b
375 sf.

Conf.

Rm 317
375 sf.

Cass 

Gilbert 
Library

& 
Corridor

Rm 317a
1,000 sf.

Office

Rm 315b
300 sf.

House Corridors – South  –Rm 327A & 327B      680sf. 

House Corridors – North –Rm 302  & 307      680sf. 

Conf.

80 sf.
Lobby

225sf. 

Open to
Stairs Below

Open to
Supreme 

Court Below

Open to
Stairs Below

Open to
MN Senate 

Below

Open to
MN House 

Below

Pendentive
Murals &
Open to 

Rotunda below 

Rotunda Corridor – 1400 sf. Public Gathering & 

Exhibit Rm 318
1,250 sf.

Public Gather-

ing & Exhibit
Rm 32 1,300 sf.

Public Gathering & 

Exhibit Rm 316
1,250 sf.

East Corridor – South      450 sf. 

East Corridor – North     420 sf. 

Areas with protected Art & Architecture 
Areas with significant opportunity for  Art programs
Secondary Areas – Potential for Art programs

Rathskeller ²A Protected Art Area Elliptical Staircase ²A Protected Art Area

Vault Room - MN Capitol Reopening August 2017Corridor Gallery - MN Capitol Reopening August 2017

Basement Level

Celebrating People, Communities and Natural Treasures 

Areas with protected Art & Architecture
Areas with significant opportunity for Displays

Celebrating People, Communities and Natural Treasures
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Protected Areas –potential for art programs

Area with protected Art & Architecture
Area with significant opportunity for Displays

Areas with protected Art & Architecture
Areas with significant opportunity for Displays

Basement Stonework and 
Public Spaces.  -
Before the 2011-2017 repair 
and restoration project these 
basement areas were office, 
storage and mechanical 
spaces.  The large central 
space Room B-15 held 
communications wiring 
dating from 1900 to 2011.  
Virtually all of the visible 
stonework  was either 
painted or hidden behind 
painted walls  

22 3

´TKH PHRSOH·V HRXVHµ

With the 2011-2017 renovation, the extensive public areas of the Capitol in 1905, shown

here in yellow, were increased by almost 40,000 square feet for temporary art and displays

that introduce Minnesota: a Great State of Art, :A Great State of Culture, a Great State of

Theatre, A Great State of Education, & Health, & Community, & Lakes, Forests, Prairie

and much more.

North Elevation

University Avenue

Entrance

Key architectural decisions created the

Minnesota Capitol as the ´TKH PHRSOH·V
HRXVHµ
� All four MN Capitol facades have a

public entrance centered below the

dome.

East Elevation

Cedar Street 

Entrance

West Elevation

Cedar Street 

Entrance

South Elevation

Principal Public

Entrance

Rotunda

3rd Floor Corridors

2nd Floor Corridors

1st Floor Corridors and 

Governors Reception

Ground Floor ² Corridors

Basement Tunnels

� Each HQWU\·V central monumental

stair establishes the primacy of the

public entrance.

� The South façade ² the Main

Entrance ² provides multiple

elements from, the dome and gold

quadriga at the top to the Winged

Victory Statue directly above the

entry doors that reinforce the

importance of this entry.
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AUW WKaW WHOOV MLQQHVRWa·V SWRULHV

East Corridor ² South - µ :K\ 7UHDWLHV MDWWHUµ. RRRP 316 ´PRUWUDLWV RI MLQQHVRWD MXVOLPVµ

Room 321 ² Art Exhibit Rooms ² Minnesota Plein Air Artists work

Third Floor

Art to tell Minnesota Stories – the Third Floor East Wing

22

Protected Areas –potential for art programs

Basement Level

Room 316 Gathering Room
Reserved for Urban Sketchers 
10AM-3PM on December 10 Room 317

MN Capitol Art 1907 &
and Restoration 2011-2017

Room 317A
Two large controversial 
paintings relocated from 
Governor’s Reception
Room + commentary

Room 317 B
MN Capitol 
Design and Construction 
1895-1907

Room 321 Art Exhibit Room 
Exhibits selectee by 

MN Capitol Art Advisory Board

Third Floor

In 1895, 35-year-old St. Paul architect Cass Gilbert
designed a Minnesota Capitol building to be worthy of the
people of Minnesota. His restrained use of classical
architecture that married function, technology, economy
and sound construction methods created a Capitol that
became the pride of Minnesotans for the next 100 years.

The 2011-2017 preservation and restoration of Minnesota
Capitol returns the building to it original beauty while
bringing the interior up to the highest 21st Century
standards

This guide identifies three elements of the restored
Minnesota State Capitol Building

q Intent -The original Architectural intentions of
Minnesota Capitol building, the people’s house, revived
for the 21st Century

q Coherence – How the Capitol building interior and
exterior coherence serves as a model for the future.

qOpportunity The opportunity to utilize the newly
available spaces at the capitol to engage with 21st

Century Minnesotans. .

North	Wall	
Room	317B		

1”	=	0.5	foot	scale
1”	=	6”	scale

Panel
1

30” x 30”

Capitol Design and Construction 1895-1905

Minnesota State Capitol
Design and Construction 1896-1905

In 1895, 35 year-old St. Paul architect Cass Gilbert’s 
design captured Minnesota’s vision of being seen as a 
State of the first rank. His restrained use of classic 
elements recalled iconic American and European 
buildings.  Gilbert’s goals for economy, good 
construction, and functional rooms incorporated the 
most advanced building technologies of the day.  
Electric lighting, telephones & steam heat made the 
new Capitol the pride of Minnesota. 

That Minnesota should possess a building which, in 
its entirety is conceded to be one of the finest and most 
satisfying in the world is cause for congratulations: and 
it has proved a delighted surprise to those who have 
hitherto looked upon Minnesota as rather far removed 
from civilization.

Julie Gauthier – The Minnesota Capitol 
Official Guide and History - 1907

Cass Gilbert – Perspective of Minnesota State Capitol - design 1895

July 10,  2017 ted@tedlentz.com

Minnesota State Capitol  Perspective Drawing - 1895

Minnesota’s State Capitol  
Design  - Construction - Preservation - Art.

1896- 2022

That Minnesota should possess a building
which, in its entirety is conceded to be one of
the finest and most satisfying in the world , is
cause for congratulations. It has proved a
delighted surprise to those who have hitherto
looked upon Minnesota as rather far
removed from civilization.
Julie Gauthier, The Minnesota Capitol
Official Guide and History - 1907

On January 2, 1905 thousands of
Minnesotans traveled in the dead of winter
to walk through these marbled halls and
marvel at their new Capitol building. A
century later, that Capitol would still be
considered one of America’s most beautiful
public buildings.
- Lorie Gildea - January 2017
Chief Justice - Minnesota Supreme Court


